THE DESCENDANT OF LEISURE IMMORTAL

tribal families in China, and it is considered to be
something of a privilege to belong to these larger
tribal families. It expands a man's life, and is an
admittance to the sort of tribal freemasonry that
prevails in the family tribe system of China.
Names mean a great deal more in China than in
America or Europe, particularly since the law of
marital relations prohibits intermarriage between
persons of the same family name.

The original village of the Sun Family, as has
already been noted, was not in Choy Hung; a part
had outgrown the original village and migrated
from it. These migrations are not uncommon in
China. Our own family unity is far less constant
and continued than that of the Chinese. Migra-
tions with us generally mean a scattering of the
family. The Chinese family as a cooperative in-
stitution always holds together, as regards the
attachment not only to father and mother but to
the grandparents and even collaterals. Famine,
pirates, war, and pestilence are the more ordinary
causes of migration. When a migration takes
place, it is like a movement of a camp of Indians,
the whole family proceeding to their new place
of abode in a solid company. No member is left
behind. This attachment to family has contrib-
uted, perhaps as much as anything else to hold the
Chinese to the mold of their political stagnation.
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